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May 1, 1923-March 16, 2019

Mrs. Hallie Burton was the first president of the Stronghold Concerned Citizens  

NEWS FLASH! 
Stronghold Civic Association 

Newsletter 
“Working together for our community since 1991” 
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SCA meets monthly on the 
first Monday (except 

holidays) at the Inspired 
Teaching School, 200 
Douglas Street, NE 

 
SCA webpage: 

www.strongholddc.org 
 

SCA phone (voicemail): 
202-656-7431 

 
Email:  

Strongholdcivicassociation
@gmail.com  

 
Nextdoor: 

https://stronghold.nextdo
or.com/news_feed/  

 
SCA listserv: 

strongholdcivicassociation
@yahoogroups.com 

Winter/Spring Issue 

Summer/Fall 

Issue 

December 2019 

Message from the President               
 
Dear Stronghold Family,  
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! Change is in the air! One change: the end of a decade! For SCA, 
2019 has meant election time and new officers. As this decade winds down, I and 
faithful Strongholder, India Luckett, have already begun serving again as SCA officers- 
this time as President and Vice President, respectively. Past President and Vice 
President, Laura Jackson and Terrance McCray are moving on. Three other outgoing 
Executive team officers have been re-elected and we are grateful that we will keep 
their experience! See article about their and outgoing officers’ dedicated service, 
next page. 

Another change: Communications. This will be my last newsletter publication as your 
editor. For the past 13 years, I have enjoyed getting to know our community and you, 
my neighbors, through the stories you have shared and that I have had the privilege to 
communicate.  I had followed in the footsteps of Mrs. Vivian Rouson, who had created 
and edited our newsletters prior to my start in 2006. Please let us know if you are 
interested in becoming the next editor!  

 Meanwhile, enjoy our organization website!  We are thankful for the fine work of past 
Treasurer and Communications Committee Chair, Ben Fitzgerald, who had created our 
website and logo.  Our focus will be on finding dedicated volunteers to maintain the 
website. We welcome our new neighbor, Suzanne Ito, who has already joined the 
Communications Committee and will work on the website. Suzanne also created the 
block party photo collage featured in the newsletter. Learn more about Suzanne in 
“Around the Neighborhood” section. Please volunteer to help Suzanne. Another 
communications note, Yahoo has discontinued Yahoo Groups, so you cannot view the 
SCA group online, but some of you will continue to send and receive emails through the 
listserv.   
 
City government updates.  Special thanks to city officials that faithfully participate in 
our monthly meetings: Dominque Chestnut- Mayor’s office, ANC Commissioner Diane 
Barnes, and Marita Riddick, Ward 5 Councilman’s office. See latest updates from city 
government offices in this issue.  

 
We will end this series talking about the most important subject: YOU!  Check out 
what’s happening “Around the neighborhood” for baby news and enjoy pictures from 
our annual neighborhood block party that was held in September! We look forward to 
working together with you for our community!  Thanking you in advance for your 
support!  No matter how much or little, in any way that you can, every effort helps! See 
you in the New Year! 
        Best regards,  

Doris 
 

 

 

In This Issue 
 
•City Planning Updates 
 
•Around the    
neighborhood: Congrats! 
 
•City Gov’t updates 
 
•Annual block party 

highlights 

http://www.strongholddc.org/
https://stronghold.nextdoor.com/news_feed/
https://stronghold.nextdoor.com/news_feed/
mailto:strongholdcivicassociation@yahoogroups.com
mailto:strongholdcivicassociation@yahoogroups.com
http://www.strongholddc.org/


 

MANY THANKS! 
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MANY THANKS! 

 

To our outgoing officers I give many thanks!  These neighbors have volunteered their tireless service to our 

community. Laura Jackson had been President for the past 2 consecutive 2-year terms between the end of  

2015-2019. She has also served SCA in other roles over time.  Kirby Vining has served as Director of Planning over   

the same period but has also served in this capacity for more years! He wears other hats, too, and is diligent and 

committed to our community. Evelyn Brown joined the executive board last year to complete the term of the 

previous Treasurer who had to leave due to job assignment. She is a welcomed resource and dedicated! David 

Neuman has served as Secretary in the last term and is returning along with Kirby and Evelyn.  David has diligently 

prepared the meeting minutes, bylaws paperwork, and kept members informed about meeting announcements. We 

have these officers to thank for the many accomplishments achieved during the past 2 terms.  

 

Among the many accomplishments, Laura’s legacy will be her advocacy for the health and safety of the Stronghold 

community. Her perseverance in advocacy to address the concern of the water quality of Stronghold resulted not only 

in the replacement lead main line water pipes, but also replacement of lead pipes from the main line to the property. 

We thank Laura for her continued advocacy about water quality and coordination with DC Water and neighbors 

throughout the project.  

 

Terrance who served as Vice President continued the legacy of his mother Grady McCray. He served not only as 

Vice President but also Activities Chair which included the Annual Back to School Block Party. Every year, children, 

adults and seniors are excited for the summer day that is filled with fellowship, fun and love. His excellent budgeting 

and coordination skills coupled with his excellent culinary skills made events a tremendous success.  

 

Those of us who are continuing as officers for the next couple of years, will also continue the legacy begun by our 

founding members: that of “working together for our community”!  [ Doris J. Newton] 

 

 

 SCA outgoing officers (left photo-left to 

right): David Neuman, Secretary, Evelyn Brown, 

Treasurer, Laura Jackson, President, and Kirby 

Vining, Planning, Not pictured: Terrance 

McCray, Vice President (VP). 

Incoming officers for 2019-2021 will remain→ 

the same with the exception of (R to L) Doris J. 

Newton, President and India Luckett, VP. 

 



CITY PLANNING UPDATES - Kirby 

McMillan: 

Following lengthy hearings on the McMillan development before the Zoning Commission and the Mayor’s 

Agent for Historic Preservation, those two bodies issued a decision in favor of the District’s 

development plans.  In 2016 Friends of McMillan Park (FOMP) appealed those decisions before the D.C. 

Court of Appeals. 

 
On December 8, 2017, the Court issued a combined decision on both cases vacating (over-ruling) the 

city’s decisions to allow the development to go forward, but also gave the Zoning Commission and the 

Mayor’s Agent a list of questions for remand hearings on the project.  After those hearings, plaintiff 

FOMP again appealed those decisions to the Court.  On May 16, 2019 the Court decided the historic 

preservation case in favor of the development, but with a condition, and on July 3rd the Court decided 

in favor of the zoning aspects of the development with no condition.  The condition the Court imposed 

on the historic preservation aspect was that no demolition permit was to be issued nor any demolition 

activity commence until the District provided to DCRA proof of the financial ability to complete the 

project.  On August 16, 2019, a demolition permit was issued but no evidence that DCRA had received 

proof of the financial ability to complete the project.  So FOMP approached the D.C. Superior Court 

with a request for preliminary injunction as this permit issuance was in apparent violation of the Court 

of Appeals’ order. As of November 2019, the injunction request has not yet been resolved, still in 

process.  

 
In the meantime, you see green screens along the fence at McMillan. The city is doing what it calls 

“pre-demolition” activity — scraping the dirt from atop the edges of the underground cells to inspect 

the concrete those cells were made with as part of demolition plans. The screens went up following 

complaints from Stronghold that the wind was blowing the dirt off into our homes.  

 
Lead Water Pipes: 

DC Water replaced the water main and all the pipes from the main into the homes on Franklin Street, 

an enormous job that was just completed in late October.  It turns out that most of the homes on 

Franklin Street had lead pipes connecting their homes to the water meter, and these were all replaced.  

 
This program began on Franklin Street with a major press conference to announce that this new 

program is now available for all residents throughout the city [See photos, next page]. In the past, 

homeowners were responsible for the replacement of pipes from the main line to their property, which 

can cost thousands of dollars. It is the goal of DC Water and DC Government to replace all lead pipes in 

the next ten years.  

The new project will cover 50% - 100% of replacement of lead pipes on private property for all District 

residents depending on income. Customers should visit dcwater.com/leadmap or email 

lead@dcwater.com or 202-787-4044 to determine if they have lead pipes. Customers should then visit 

dcwater.com/lead-assist or call 311 to apply for discounted replacements. 
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Franklin Street DC Water event (l. to r.): 1) Ward 1 Councilmember Brianne Nadeau, other guest, 

Deputy Mayor Lucinda Babers, and David Gadis, CEO, DC Water, 2) Residents, 3) Gratitude poster from 

Franklin Street children. 

                

********************************************************************************************************************  

 

CITY GOVERNMENT UPDATES 
 

NEWS FROM ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSIONER 

 

DRAFT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN-The Office of Planning has extended DC residents deadline until January 

10, 2020, to submit comments and they have given ANCs until mid-February, 2020, to submit 

resolutions regarding a dense, 1500-page planning document with significant amendments. 

www.dcgrassrootsplanning.org/roadmap.  More information about the Comp Plan substance, process 

and opportunities for input can be found at plandc.dc.gov. 

  

Deborah L. Crain-Kemp, CPM Lead Planner-Community Outreach and Engagement, DC Office of 

Planning, 1100 4th Street SW, Suite E650 Washington, DC 20024, 202.442.7615 - 

deborahlcrain.kemp@dc.gov 

 

*************************************************************************** 

JOB:  The 2020 Census recruiting continue to work in high gear.  They continue to request 

applicants per week in Washington, DC from now until early February. If possible, could you take a 

yard sign to show your support of the 2020 Census? (Census employees are not allowed to post on 

social media.)  The jobs are part-time and temporary and people work in their own neighborhoods. 

 

 

Summer/Fall Issue                      SCA Newsletter                       December 2019 

http://www.dcgrassrootsplanning.org/roadmap
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAxOTEyMTYuMTQ0MDAyMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3BsYW5kYy5kYy5nb3YvIn0.BYic8YNu9pEQtdp3hzQu9_pc5-8vxZoiJdmMzrzVikk%2Fbr%2F73178581961-l&data=02%7C01%7C%7C6df51fed7b414189bb2108d7827281b0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637121300615110565&sdata=TdOCCBDXE9HSo7WrmFW%2FGSs2pRKs4zVjypu9xiFGq6s%3D&reserved=0
mailto:deborahlcrain.kemp@dc.gov
mailto:deborahlcrain.kemp@dc.gov


****************************************************************************** 

UDC Community College Workforce Development and Lifelong Learning:  Registration begins Springs 

2020 – New Students Registration end January 16, 2020.  For more information, 

contact:  workforce@udc.edu. 

**************************************************************************** 

 Respectfully Submitted By, 

 C. Dianne Barnes, Commissioner, Cell: 202-409-7155, Email:  5E09@anc.dc.gov  

 

Below are excerpts from Mayor’s and Ward 5 Councilmember’s websites. See full website for more. 

The application is online, and once an applicant is selected, s/he will be provided with the details 

of the job including number of hours from 10-40 hours per week and the rate of pay is $20-27.50 

per hour. Additional information can be found at 2020census.gov/jobs and on 1-855-JOB-2020. 

Please feel free to reach out to Ms. Nelson by email or cell 720-224-5283 for further information. 

Patricia A. Nelson, Recruiting Assistant, U.S. Census Bureau, 2020census.gov/jobs, 

patricia.a.nelson@census2020.gov  

 

Please feel free to reach out to Ms. Nelson by email or cell 720-224-5283 for further information. 

Patricia A. Nelson, Recruiting Assistant, U.S. Census Bureau, 2020census.gov/jobs, 

patricia.a.nelson@census2020.gov  

 

 
 
Dear Neighbor, 
 I am excited to invite you to a symposium I am hosting 
next week entitled, Race & Policy: Advancing Racial 
Equity and Economic Inclusion in the District of 
Columbia. We will have panels featuring academic, 
government, and advocacy leaders addressing major 
policy areas to create a path toward true racial equity in 
the District of Columbia. 
 
In Service, 
Kenyan 

 

In this issue of the Ward 5 Report: 
McDuffie Sworn In for Second Full Term 

• Symposium on Race & Policy 

• Legislative Update 

• Kenyan in the Community 

• Walk with Councilmember McDuffie on 
MLK Day 

• DC Water Bill Relief Information 

• Meeting on new Lamond-Riggs Library - 
January 17 

• D.C. Water Northeast Boundary Tunnel 
Construction Community Meeting - 
January 17 

• Multilingual Education Fair of D.C. - 
January 26 

 
 

 

Mayor's Office of Community 
Affairs 

Upcoming Events 
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mailto:5E09@anc.dc.gov
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mailto:patricia.a.nelson@census2020.gov
https://racialequitydc.eventbrite.com/?aff=ward5reportemaillinkjan102019
https://us14.campaign-archive.com/?u=467cc2381663d8fde782cd361&id=ec69107441#mctoc1
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Suzanne Ito joins the SCA Communications Committee  

  
Suzanne and Gil moved into Stronghold in September 2018 after living two years in Falls Church. They 

moved to the D.C. area in September 2016 from Brooklyn, N.Y. Suzanne works for the ACLU of the 

District of Columbia, and Gil is an engineer. Their oldest cat Gracie just turned 20, and their younger cat 

Henry is 10. You will often see Suzanne and Gil walking their dog Murphy in the neighborhood. 

 

***************** 

CONGRATULATIONS! Stronghold Salutes Mrs. Pamela Stroman, 
Centenarian and a founding member! 
 

  

On October 22 at 5:30 am in the morning, NBC news crew members, several neighbors and Ward 5 
Councilman Kenyan McDuffie assembled to honor our own Mrs. Pamela Stroman. Mrs. Stroman is the 
mother of our current Vice President, India Luckett and a founding member of our organization, 
previously named The Stronghold Concerned Citizens Group.  Yes, it was a wonderful 
celebration...even at 5:30 am in the morning! I arrived in time to take these pics closer to 7 am! I 
couldn't hang with the 100-year-old who told me she had been up since about 4 a.m. because she had 
to look pretty! Click here highlights from NBC news 11:00 a.m. segment with anchor, Mollett Green for 
video or go to 

 
https://www.nbcwashington.com/news/local/DC-Woman-Surprised-by-Neighbors-on-100th-
Birthday_Washington-DC-563614472.html?akmobile=o&appVideoHub=y 
 
~Doris N. 
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AROUND THE NEIGHBORHOOD-- Meet Your Neighbors! 

https://www.nbcwashington.com/news/local/DC-Woman-Surprised-by-Neighbors-on-100th-Birthday_Washington-DC-563614472.html?akmobile=o&appVideoHub=y
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https://www.nbcwashington.com/news/local/DC-Woman-Surprised-by-Neighbors-on-100th-Birthday_Washington-DC-563614472.html?akmobile=o&appVideoHub=y


 
 
 

Stronghold families welcomed new additions! 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

      

***************************************************************************************************************************** ** 

 

Stronghold Celebrates Life 

Parents, Devi and Andy 

Keller and big sister, 

Camala welcomed baby 

sister, Artemisia Devi on 

December 6.    

Elsie Elizabeth White arrived 

on December 7 and was 

welcomed by parents, LaToria 

and Joseph and big sisters, 

Savannah and Addison. 
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Please remember the families in our community that have lost loved ones this year and in previous 

years. Say a prayer of love and grace for them. Share a hug, card, or light a candle in remembrance of 

LIFE or other expressions to let them know you care. PEACE 
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Block Party 2019 highlights (continued) 

 

 

 

SEE YOU AT BLOCK PARTY 2020! 
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